
 

Cullen Chapter 6 Cornell Notes 

Key Quotations  Notes  

“The dream I’m talking about 
here has a strong western 
orientation.  It is a dream with 
roots in the South. . .and one 
that traverses the mines, wheat 
fields, and deserts of the  
West.  But its apotheosis is  

California.  This American 
Dream is finally the dream of 
the Coast” (161).  
  

Why do you think California, 
specifically, be attached to the 
American Dream?  
  

  

“The California gold rush is the 
purest expression of the Dream 
of the Coast in American 
history.  The notion that 
transformative riches were 
literally at your feet, there for 
the taking, cast a deep and 
lasting spell on the American 
imagination” (170).  
  

What is the Dream of the 
Coast?  
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_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

What are Cullen’s claims about the American Dream?  
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“Yet even when the promise of 
the gold rush proved illusory. . . 
it continued to have enormous 
metaphorical power for 
generations of Americans, for 
whom California (a.k.a. “the 
Golden State”) offered the 
potential for riches of many 
kinds” (170).   
  

What does this quotation mean 
by the phrase “metaphorical 
power”?    
  

  

“Millions of Americans became 
devotees of a fruit most had 
never seen a few years earlier. . 
. in a sense, they became even 
more devoted to the image 
that Sunkist promoted.  Crates 
containing the oranges were 
illustrated with vivid, idyllic 
lithographs of Southern 
California landscapes” (171).  
  

How did image (versus reality) 

play a part in the creation of 

the American Dream of the 

Coast?  
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“More than the prospect of 
great riches per se, it was the 
idea of easy living that 
captured the national 
imagination.  You would 
happily let the industrial 
barons divide the world among 
themselves if you could just 
simply enjoy yourself back at 
the ranch.  By the turn of the 
twentieth century, California, 
north and south, had 
established itself as a kind of 
American Mediterranean--a 
haven of sorts from the hard-
driving tenor of much of the 
rest of national life” (172).  
  

How was the Dream of the 
Coast a short-sighted one?  
What were people not seeing 
when they “saw” California?  
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“One might say that Fairbanks 
and Pickford lived out a dazzling 
American Dream, but to leave it 
at that would obscure the way 
their lives reflected new 
currents in the Dream. . .the 
appeal of Doug and Mary 
rested less on what they did or 
what they acquired than on 
playing themselves.  Simply 
being Doug and Mary was in 
itself perceived to be desirable” 
(177).  
  

How did the Dream associated 

with Pickford and Fairbanks 

differ from Dreams of the past?   
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“For the Beautiful People, a 
work ethic does not mean 
deferred gratification, but 
rather gratification through 
novel and exciting work--work 
that can be talked about on 
talk shows or in magazine 
stories, or work not tethered to 
a clock the way most American 
jobs are” (178).  
  

According to Cullen, why was 
this Dream of the Coast so 
appealing to most “normal” 
Americans?  
  

  

                                 

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

What are Cullen’s claims about the American Dream?  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

Cornell Notes  

Key Quotations  Notes  

“The values embodied in  

Pickfair are a fraud, and we all 
know it.  Fairbanks and 
Pickford did not live happily 
ever after in a storybook 
romance. . . Franklin and 
Carnegie left behind libraries 
that remain with us; the 
principal legacy of Pickford and 
Fairbanks is made of 
deteriorating celluloid, fading 
pictures of a world that never 
was” (178).  
  

What seems to be the author’s 
tone toward the dream that 
Pickfair (and those like them) 
created for Americans?  What 
does Cullen do to create this 
tone?  
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“I know that the culture of 
consumption that is finally at 
the heart of the Dream of the 
Coast preys on my worst 
impulses--greed, lust, gluttony.  
But every once in a while there 
is good to be seized among the 
goods. . .Amid all the striving, 
some worthwhile and some 
appalling, the American Dream 
is most fully realized in works of 
art”(179).  
  

What does Cullen mean by the 

“culture of consumption”?  

How does California, in 

particular Hollywood, create 

this culture?  
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